CLASSIC CRIMES
to fly to England, where she died. My informant, Mr. Irvine,
lawyer of Dunse, tells me that a friend of his saw her tomb,
with the name * Catherine Ogilvie* upon it; and that upon
inquiry the superior mentioned that of all the females in the
convent she was the most exemplary in every respect.'*
Of the others concerned in the tragedy, the unconscious
infant died in the Tolbooth within two months of her birth.
She is said to have been ** overlaid/* but by whom is not
recorded. The mother was then in France* It is satisfactory
to learn that Alexander Ogilvy took no benefit from the
child's death, for on ist March 1766, the anniversary of Anne
Clark's arrival at Eastmiln, that bold spirit was arrested for
bigamy, and was in his turn committed to the Tolbooth* One
might have expected that Anne would be the redundant bride,
but from his indictment it appears that the favoured lady was
a Miss Margaret Dow, daughter of an officer of the Royal
Highlanders, unlawfully espoused by him so lately as 24th
February. Upon his trial on 4th August, Alexander pleaded
guilty to the'charge, and was banished for seven years* He
was allowed, however, to remain two months in Scotland to
settle his affairs, which he effectually did in the following
manner: while leaning over the window of a house in one
of Auld Reekie's towering lands, he lost his balance, fell out,
and was killed on the spot. Thus only Anne Qark and old
Lady Eastmiln withstood the changes of that eventful year.
"Their conversation must have been rich in curious reminis-
cenfces," like that of Lady Bothwell and her first love, Ogilvy
of Boyne, when they came together at the end of the
chapter.
The case of Katharine Nairn Is one of the most attractive in
our criminal atmals, and should this imperfect summary be
the means of sending a stray reader to the report of the trial
itself, he will not go unrewarded.